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DETAILED ACTION 



Status of Claims 

1. In response filed August 18, 2006, claims 1-17 are pending in the application. 



Response to Arguments 

2. Applicant's arguments filed August 18, 2006 have been fully considered but they 
are not persuasive. 

The applicant agrees that the disclosure of Posner (U.S. 2003/0208435) is 
directed to an on-line system and method for processing RFPs and for assembling a 
proposal in response to the RFPs. Incorporated in the Posner system, a team builder 
module 1 12 is configured to receive and process proposal data from one or more of the 
vendor modules. The disclosure of Elliott (U.S. 6,446,053) is directed to a computer- 
implemented method and system for producing a proposal for a construction project. 
After a proposal is complete by the user (customer), the user may select a general 
contractor or individual subcontractors to submit the bid. The Elliott system includes a 
contractor database that may be searched for contractors in the designated geographic 
area. By sending the proposal to several contractors, the user can compare prices for 
different contractors for his project. 

The applicant argues that Posner combined with Elliott does not suggest or teach 
"searching a resource database storing data relating to available resources using a 
search template to identify and select the available resources suitable for completing 
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the project defined by the statement of work;" as recited in claim 1. The Examiner 
respectfully disagrees. 

Elliott discloses a database storing information of general contractors or 
individual subcontractors that the user can search through and submit RFP for the 
general contractors or individual subcontractors to bid on and then the user can 
compare the different prices submitted by different contractors. The Examiner notes 
here that contractors are part of the necessary resources that is needed to complete a 
project, without the contractors the project would never be accomplished. Therefore, 
Elliott discloses searching by the user in a resources database for available resources 
and selects the available resources suitable for completing the project defined by the 
statement of work. 

Therefore Elliott teaches "searching a resource database storing data relating to 
available resources using a search template to identify and select the available 
resources suitable for completing the project defined by the statement of work;" as 
recited in claim 1 , and Posner combined with Elliott teach "A method implemented via a 
computerized system for coordinating business information flow to permit a provider of 
goods or services to prepare a project proposal including a price quote for a project 
requested by a customer, said system including a central server programmed to 
executed said method, said method comprising the steps of: establishing a 
communications channel between the central server and at least one client computer; 
creating a statement of work comprising project data corresponding to project details, 
terms, requirements, and comments using a project information template; transmitting 
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the statement of work over the communications channel to the central server from one 
or the at least one client computer to initiate preparation of the project proposal; 
searching a resource database storing resource data relating to available resources 
using a search template to identify and select the available resources suitable for 
completing the project defined by the statement of work; processing data relating to 
selected resources and project data of the statement of work to generate the price 
quote and prepare the project proposal; and preparing an evaluation summary report of 
the project proposal, detailing the project data and selected resource data of selected 
available resources for review and approval by the provider of goods or services." 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 1-6, 8, 9, 11, 12, 14-17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over U.S. Pub No. 2003/0208435 to Posner in view of U.S. Pat No. 
6446053 to Elliott. 

Referring to claim 1: 

A method implemented via a computerized system for coordinating business 
information flow to permit a provider of goods or services to prepare a project proposal 
including a price quote for a project requested by a customer, said system including a 
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central server programmed to execute said method, said method comprising the steps 
of: 

establishing a communications channel between the central server and at least 
one client computer; [0008], [0023] 

creating a statement of work comprising project data corresponding to project 
details, terms, requirements, and comments using a project information template; [0008] 

transmitting the statement of work over the communications channel to the 
central server from one of the at least one client computer to initiate preparation of the 
project proposal; [0010], [0013] 

Posner does not explicitly disclose searching a resource database storing 
resource data relating to available resources using a search template to identify and 
select the available resources suitable for completing the project defined by the 
statement of work; 

However, Elliott discloses once the proposal is complete, the application 
prepares it for submission. Then the contractors database is searched for contractors in 
the designated geographic area and receive quotes back from the contractors, (col 10: 
lines 47-56) From the above disclosure the resource database is searched, in this case 
the resources are the different contractors, and the available resource suitable for 
completing the project defined by the statement of work is selected. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to modify Posner's invention to search resource 
database to obtain the required resource(s) to accomplish the statement of work. It 
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would have been obvious to perform such a modification to accurately realize the 
required resource(s) to ultimately arrive at a realistic quote for a statement of work 
presented by a client. 
Posner discloses: 

processing data relating to selected resources and project data of the statement 
of work to generate the price quote and prepare the project proposal; and [0008] 

preparing an evaluation summary report of the project proposal, detailing the 
project data and selected resource data of selected available resources for review and 
approval by the provider of goods or services. [0055] 

Referring to claim 2: 

Posner discloses: 

the method of Claim 1 , further comprising the step of transmitting the evaluation 
summary report to one of the at least one client computer accessed by appropriate 
review department of the provider for review and approval of the project proposal. 
[0055] 

Referring to claim 3: 

Posner discloses: 

the method of Claim 2, wherein the evaluation summary report includes financial 
evaluation of the project proposal, and one of the appropriate review departments is a 
finance review department. [0059] 

Referring to claim 4: 

Posner discloses: 



Application/Control Number: 10/027,988 Page 7 

Art Unit: 3628 

the method of claim 2, wherein the evaluation summary report includes 
contractual compliance evaluation, and one of the appropriate review departments is a 
contracts review department. [0057] 

Referring to claim 5: 

Posner discloses: 

the method of Claim 1, further comprising the step of notifying the customer of 
the project proposal including the price quote upon approval by the provider. [0059] 
Referring to claim 6: 
Posner discloses: 

the method of claim 5, wherein the notifying step further comprises the step of 
transmitting the project proposal over the communications channel to one of the at least 
one client computer accessed by the customer for viewing. [0035], [0059] 

Referring to claim 8: 

Posner discloses: 

the method of claim 1, further comprising the step of storing in a personnel 
database, information relating to internal record of the statement of work access by 
personnel of the provider. [0037], [0043] 

Referring to claim 9: 

Posner discloses: 

assigning the transmitted statement of work to a quote advisor for facilitating the 
preparation of the project proposal from the statement of work; [0048], [0049] and 
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Posner does not explicitly disclose notifying the assigned quote advisor and the 
customer of the assignment and contact information of the quote advisor and the 
customer. However, Posner discloses that vendors that buyer choose to send the 
RFPs to can be chosen by the buyer from a list, [0039] therefore it is an inherent feature 
that the customer knows the contact information of the quite advisor. Posner also 
discloses that after the vendor creates a proposal in response to a buyer RFP, the 
vendor then submits proposal template to the buyer [0059], therefore it is an inherent 
feature that the quote advisor also knows the contact information of the customer to be 
able to send the proposal. 

Referring to claim 11: 

Posner discloses: 

preparing a tentative statement of work including project data inputted by the 
customer through use of a tentative statement of work template; [0048], [0049] 

Transmitting the tentative statement of work over the communications channel to 
the central server from one of the at least one client computer accessed by the 
customer to generate a tentative order of magnitude [0047]-[0055] 

Notifying the customer of the tentative order of magnitude via the communication 
channel for acceptance; [0059], [0060] and 

Converting the tentative statement of work upon acceptance of the tentative 
order of magnitude. [0034] 

Referring to claim 12: 

Posner discloses: 
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the method of Claim 7 further comprising the steps of: 

Qualifying a user of one of the at least one client computer for access of the 
central server through input of a use identification code and a corresponding password 
code; and [0050] 

Identifying the user as a company user or a customer user. [0050], [0054], [0055] 
Referring to claim 14: 
Posner discloses: 

the method of Claim 6, further comprising the step of receiving acceptance or 
rejection of the project proposal from the customer over the communications channel 
from one of the client computers accessed by the customer. [0013], [0059] 

Referring to claim 15: 

A method for coordinating business information flow to permit a provider of goods 
or services to prepare a project proposal including a price quote for a project, said 
method comprising: 

Posner disclose Receiving a statement of work comprising project data 
corresponding to project details, terms, requirements, and comments using a project 
information template; [0039], [0040] 

Posner does not explicitly disclose searching a resource database storing 
resource data relating to available resources using a search template to identify and 
select the available resources suitable for completing the project defined by the 
statement of work; 
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However, Elliott discloses once the proposal is complete, the application 
prepares it for submission. Then the contractors database is searched for contractors in 
the designated geographic area and receive quotes back from the contractors, (col 10: 
lines 47-56) From the above disclosure the resource database is searched, in this case 
the resources are the different contractors, and the available resource suitable for 
completing the project defined by the statement of work is selected. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to modify Posner's invention to search resource 
database to obtain the required resource(s) to accomplish the statement of work. It 
would have been obvious to perform such a modification to use the required resource(s) 
to ultimately arrive at a realistic quote for a statement of work presented by a client. 

Posner discloses: 

Processing data relating to selected resources and project data of the statement 
of work to generate the price quote and prepare the project proposal; and [0008] 

Preparing an evaluation summary report of the project proposal, detailing the 
project data and selected resource data of selected available resources for review and 
approval by the provider of goods or services. [0055] 

Referring to claim 16: 

The method of claim 1 , further comprising transmitting the evaluation summary 
report of the project proposal to a client computer.[0059], [0060] 
Referring to claim 17: 
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A method for coordinating business information flow to permit a provider of goods 
or services to prepare a project proposal including a price quote for a project requested 
by a customer, said method comprising: 

Posner discloses establishing a communications channel between a server and 
at least one client computer; [0008], [0023] 

Posner discloses creating a statement of work comprising project data 
corresponding to project details, terms, requirements, and comments using a project 
information template; [0008] 

Posner discloses transmitting the statement of work over the communications 
channel to the central server from one of the at least one client computer to initiate 
preparation of the project proposal; and [0010], [0013] 

Posner discloses receiving an evaluation summary report of the project proposal 
for review and approval by the provider of goods or services. [0055] The evaluation 
including the price quote of the project proposal [0055], [0057] Posner does not 
expressly disclose that the evaluation report also include selected resource data of 
selected available resources, obtained from a resource database relating to available 
resources using a search template to identify the selected the available resources 
suitable for completing the project defined by the statement of work. 

Elliott discloses once the proposal is complete, the application prepares it for 
submission. Then the contractors database is searched for contractors in the 
designated geographic area and receive quotes back from the contractors, (col 10: lines 
47-56) From the above disclosure the resource database is searched, in this case the 
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resources are the different contractors, and the available resource suitable for 
completing the project defined by the statement of work is selected. 

Posner also has a similar resource database for search and selection. Posner's 
invention discloses a vendor team builder module that assist the project manager in 
selecting the appropriate team members for a received statement of work from a 
database of available members and the members of the project team are inserted into 
the proposal template [0043], [0049] 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to modify Posner's invention to search resource 
database to obtain the required resource(s) to accomplish the statement of work. It 
would have been obvious to perform such a modification to accurately realize the 
required resource(s) to ultimately arrive at a realistic quote for a statement of work 
presented by a client. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

5. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

6. Claims 7, 10, 13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Posner in view of Elliott in further view of U.S. Pub No. 20010032172 to Moulinet et al. 

Referring to claim 7: 
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Posner combined with Elliott does not disclose the method of claim 1 , further 
comprising the step of storing in a customer database, status information corresponding 
to current status and history of the statement of work in the business information flow for 
view by the customer. 

Moulinet et al discloses in one embodiment of the invention the screen 240 
provides a listing of the projects initiated by the user of the client system, and the 
various RFPs prepared and submitted by the user of the client system are tracked so 
that the status of the RFPs can be reported to the user. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to modify Posner combined with Elliott's invention to 
include the ability to record the RFPs initiated by a user and provide the user with 
information on the project such as Name, Date(s) and Status. One would be motivated 
to perform such modification so the users can track the projects and thus providing 
them with valuable information on the statement of work. 

Referring to claim 10: 

Posner combined with Elliott does not disclose posting flag dates for at least one 
event during the preparation of the project proposal and notifying the provider of the 
passing of the flag dates for each corresponding event. 

Moulinet et al discloses a screen that can be displayed by the client system that 
displays various fields for identifying the user's project and their status, including dates 
that the RFP was created, sent to the service providers on the short list, and/or due 
dates for receipt of a proposal or completing of the project. [0079] 
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Therefore, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to modify Posner combined with Elliott's invention to 
include posting and displaying the due dates of certain aspects of the proposal process. 
One would be motivated to perform such a modification to ensure that the proposals are 
worked on in a timely manner and ensure that the customer receives a response as 
quickly as possible to not obstruct the business process. 

Referring to claim 13: 

Posner combined with Elliott does not disclose the step of limiting access by the 
customer user to the central server for searching and viewing status of each statement 
of work created by the customer user on the customer database. 

Posner does disclose an access code login system that verifies if the user has 
the appropriate access before the user is allowed to perform actions related to the RFP 
[0050]-[0055] 

Moulinet et al discloses the ability to allow user to review a listing of the projects 
initiated by the user of the client system. Users are allowed to view information such as 
Name, Date(s) and Status of the statement of work. [0079], [0080] 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to modify Posner combined with Elliotts invention to 
allow customers to review information regarding the projects initiated by those 
customers based on their login access. One would be motivated to perform such a 
modification to allow customers secure access to view their statements of work and 
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ensure only the users with possession of the login information can log in and view the 
information. 

Conclusion 

7. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Rob Wu whose telephone number is (571)272-3136. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Fri 8-5. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John Hayes can be reached on (571)272-6708. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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